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From Concepts of the Past to Practical Strategies: 
The Teaching of Archaeological Field Techniques
Edited by Peter Ucko, Qin Ling and Jane Hubert 

Although several manuals on fieldwork techniques 
exist, and although most definitions of archaeology 
would specify excavation and fieldwork as the core 
of archaeological enquiry, this book is the first to 
undertake a comparative assessment of how such 
techniques are taught to university students in many 
different parts of the world.  The book is the result 
of a three-day international conference held by 
the International Centre for Chinese Heritage 
and Archaeology (ICCHA) in Beijing in 2006. 

The contributors, who come from many parts of the world – Africa, 
Australia, India, Southeast Asia, South and North America and Europe 
–  present strong arguments on the core theme, concepts of the past, and 
describe fieldwork practices and teaching in their own countries.  This 
is a ground-breaking work both in its theoretical breadth and range of 
practical information.  It will be invaluable to students and teachers of 
archaeology and heritage management, educationalists and historians. 

Editors Peter Ucko was Professor of Comparative Archaeology and Director of the 
Institute of Archaeology, University College London, until 2005. He continued his work 
until his death in June 2007. Qin Ling is Lecturer in the School of Archaeology and 
Museology, Peking University.  Jane Hubert is Senior Research Fellow and Honorary 
Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at St George’s, University of London.
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of Baligang • Zhang Chi | 7 The Challenges to Archeological Fieldwork Training at 
the University of Ibadan, Nigeria • C A Folorunso, J  O Aleru and  B J Tubosun | 8 
Teaching Field Archaeology in Korea: Issues for the 21st Century • Seonbok Yi | 9 
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